On the reaction of cyanide with an oxygenated form of cytochrome oxidase.
The reaction of an oxygenated form of cytochrome oxidase [EC 1.9.3.1] with cyanide was examined under conditions where spontaneous decay was prevented. The equilibrium and kinetic constants for the reaction agreed well with those for the normally operating enzyme, indicating that the oxygenated form is one of the active intermediates of the cytochrome oxidase reaction.